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Girls basketball notebook: Graduation losses haven't
slowed Berkeley

By Stephanie Hammon
Contra Costa Times
Posted: 01/17/2012 07:38:38 PM PST

The Berkeley High girls basketball team graduated three players with Division |
scholarships, but the Yellowjackets refused to go into rebuilding mode.

They're a bit smaller this year, but the defending Northern California Division | champions have relied on quickness,
athleticism and the emergence of two new starters to win 13 of their first 14 games.

Berkeley earned a pair of solid victories over the weekend against Lincoln-Stockton and St. Ignatius, and will play
another strong team, St. Mary's, at this Saturday's Campolindo Shootout. The Yellowjackets and Panthers, both state
finalists a year ago, play in the top game at 6:30 p.m.

The rest of the Campolindo Shootout lineup includes Castro Valley vs. Heritage, 10:30 a.m.; Dublin vs. Alameda, noon;
Campolindo vs. Anderson, 1:30 p.m.; Dougherty Valley vs. Christian Brothers-Sacramento, 3:30 p.m.; Miramonte vs.
Northgate, 5 p.m. and Mission San Jose vs. El Camino-Sacramento, 8 p.m.

Though Berkeley lost its starting point guard as well as two strong and skilled post players from a 31-2 team, others
have filled the void.

Arizona State-bound Elisha Davis and fellow returning starter Jasmin Guinn now share the point guard duties. The two
seniors bring great speed, scoring and defense, but Berkeley coach Cheryl Draper also points to junior Rachel Howard
and senior Garysha Youngblood as being critical to the Yellowjackets' success.

Howard is one of three players on
the Berkeley roster at 5-foot-10 with nobody taller.
She can rebound and score both inside and outside.

Advertisement

"She's a calm and mature team clown and very
humble," Draper said of Howard. "She not a player
that boasts about her numbers, she just wants to play
for her team and win."

Youngblood started as a freshman but came off the
bench the past two years. She is again a starter this
year and Draper gushes about her senior leadership.

"Instead of pouting, she took the last two years and
kept working hard and it's shown this year," Draper
said. "Her mental toughness is contagious."

Berkeley hasn't always overpowered its opponents,
winning three games by less than four points and
another in overtime, but its only loss on the year is to
Windward-Los Angeles, the No. 3-ranked team in the
nation by MaxPreps.com.

Flannery returns: McClymonds coach Dennis
Flannery received good news Tuesday. Flannery, who suffered a heart attack at home on Dec. 29, was cleared by his
cardiologist to return to coaching. He had not coached the team for its past five games.

"I'm headed to practice. All is good," said Flannery on Tuesday afternoon.

The Warriors (14-4) are still without Gabby Gaines, however. Gaines, a sophomore guard who averaged 17.3 points
per game in McClymonds' first 15 games this season, has not played since a 45-26 loss to Hercules on Jan. 6. Oakland
Athletic League commissioner Michael L. Moore said that it was due to an academic issue.

McClymonds started this season with 14 straight wins, but has lost four games in a row, including its first two OAL
games of the season. Its offense has taken a hit in the losing streak. In the first 14 games, McClymonds averaged 60.3

points per game; the past four games, it has averaged 39.5 points per game.

Staff writer Phil Jensen contributed to this notebook.
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